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the centre and south of the country, did not conflict with the trading
privileges of the East India Company.
Although he was, at times, both cruel and unjust, Ri$a Quli could
on occasion show that he had some thought for the interests and welfare
of the people. When, some time in 1739, Taqi Khan, the Beglarbegi
of Pars, ordered the Kalantar (mayor) of Kirman to collect and forward
to him 1,500 tomans in respect of taxes,1 the official made representations
to Rida Quli, with the result that the Prince gave instructions for the
order to be cancelled. Meanwhile, however, the Beglarbegi had forced
the Kalantar to raise the money ; the luckless official, being unable to
obtain more than a fraction of the amount from the populace, .had to
borrow the balance from the representatives of the English and Dutch
companies at Kirman. The Kalantar thereupon made further representa-
tions to Ri$a Quit, who immediately ordered the Beglarbegi to refund the
money, out of which the Europeans were to be repaid all that they had
advanced.2
This was not the only occasion on which Rida Quli intervened to annul
some high-handed action by Taqi Khan. In the autumn of 1738 the
Beglarbegi performed some unspecified action to the detriment of the
East India Company, The Gombroon Agent referred the matter to
the President at Bombay, who thereupon wrote to Nadir complaining of
the Beglarbegi's conduct. This letter reached Persia during the Shah's
absence, and was dealt with by Rida Quli. The prince:
" in answer thereto -wrote the Agent that He had signified our Complaint to the
Beglerbeggy who would do Us justice: they (i.e., the Agent and Council at Gom-
broon) are well informed the Beglerbeggy is much exasperated at this Letter."3
In October, 1739, Taqi Khan's son was at Isfahan, on his way to Rida
Quli's court. It is said that the prince, at the instigation of some of the
Beglarbegi's enemies, had the son deprived of his equipage, horses and
arms. There can be no doubt that Rida Quli and Taqi Khan greatly
disliked one another, and it is possible that the Beglarbegi may later
have used his influence with Nadir to the young prince's detriment.
The outstanding event during Rida Quli's tenure of the office of Viceroy
1 Volume X of the Bombay Government Public Consultations quotes a letter from Gombroon
of the aoth March, 1739, -which states that the Beglarbegi had just informed the Agent
of his intention to raise 20,000 tomans, to reimburse himself for the expenses to which
he had been put in connection -with the Muscat expedition.
•The particulars given above are taken from the Bombay Government Public Consultations,
Vol. XI, 1740, the entry in which is based on a letter from Gombroon of the zSth February,
1740. The Gombroon Diary gives no details of this incident, but makes (on the zyd February,
1740) the following comment upon Rida Quli's action: " It is no unpleasant Prospect
of what Ms future Reign may be, to fi™l foiq Prince interest himself so much in favour of
his Subjects."
* Bombay Government Public Consultations, Vol. X, 1739.

